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£ Optic 2000

"Unclouded" passion

From 19 to 24 April, the Tour Auto Optic 2000 took a new route: after a day of verifications at the
Tuileries, a start from Fontainebleau, stopovers in Vichy, Lyon, Megéve, Aix-en-Provence and a finish
at Beaulieu-sur-Mer after 5 days of competition. No less that 220 classic cars were present for this
19" edition. Among the crews, 27 nationalities formed an extremely international Tour Auto Optic
2000.

Eyjafjoll? Never heard of it!

On the day before the start, the presence of many participants was uncertain because of the eruption
of the Icelandic volcano Eyjafjoll, which paralysed most of the European airports. Finally the grid was
almost complete thanks to the tenacity of the competitors. Some drove thousands of kilometres to
reach the Tuileries on time: others took planes from California to Prague or from South America to
Madrid, and then such as many European competitors, drove on to Paris. A Swiss crew even
answered present after a late call on Saturday evening telling them that a place was available...

15 SWBs for a flftleth nnlversary
*l 2010 was the occasion to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first
victory of the Ferrari 250 GT SWB in the Tour de France Auto. Only two
didn’t resist Eyjafjoll's cinders and fifteen came to celebrate this victory
by participating in the Tour Auto Optic 2000. Their arrival at the
Tuileries for the scrutineering was unanimously appreciated by the
= many enthusiasts who came to discover the 2010 vintage.

Welcoming the public to the Tour Auto Optic 2000

One of the novelties this year was the opening of the Parcs Fermés to the public. This “first” was a
real success as three thousand people came to the Tuileries and two thousand more during the five
days of the event. The circuits were also open to the public, and a great number of delighted
spectators were able to admire the cars on the different tracks.

Leg 1 — Fontainebleau /Vichy

At dawn on Tuesday morning, the five grids (3 in Competition and 2 in Regularity) left the Parc Fermé
and the Concorde’s Obelisk. Under escort by the Garde Républicaine, present for the whole rally, the
participants gathered in the Honour Court of the Chateau de Fontainebleau for the official start.

After a first very technical special stage, the competitors drove on to the circuit at Magny-Cours
where Shaun Lynn took the head of the classification before the first stopover at Vichy.

Leg 2 — Vichy / Lyons

The second day was one of the longest, with 3 special stages and the Charade circuit of which the
layout is particularly appreciated by the drivers. At the end of this second day, Jean-Pierre
Lajournade on Lotus Elan signed the best time in VHC in front of Peter Neumark’s Ferrari 250 GT
SWB. The cars then spent the night in the heart of Lyons in the Parc de la Téte d’Or. Another first
time stopover for the Tour Auto Optic 2000.
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Leg 3 — Lyon / Megéve

The third day of the Tour Auto Optic 2000 finished with at Megéve, with the majestic Alps in the
background. To enjoy all the charms of the resort, the crews competed in two special stages, of
which a long one of nearly 14 kilometres at Marchampt and on the Bresse circuit. After the second
special stage of Voirons, David Franklin ex. European Mountain Champion distinguished himself with
his SWB by taking the second place. Worried by Pierre-Alain France’s Porsche 904, Jean-Pierre
Lajournade nevertheless remained in the lead at the end of the day.

Leg 4 — Megeve / Aix en Provence

The day before the 4™ stage, the crews were warned that the road would be long before reaching
Aix-en-Provence! No pauses on a circuit but 543 kilometres to get to Le Tholonet. The route led the
crews through the Vercors Massif, the North and South Alps and the Belledone massifs. At the end of
this 4™ day of the competition, the general classification remained the same with Jean-Pierre
Lajournade still in the lead of the VHC and Spaniard Carlos de Miguel leader in the Regularity
classification with his Ferrari 275 GTB.

Leg 5 — Aix en Provence / Beaulieu

For its last day, the Tour Auto Optic 2000 was marked by a special
stage at the Sainte Baume near the Sainte Victoire Massif and a visit to
the ultramodern Paul Ricard HTTT circuit of 3, 8 kilometres. The
participants then left for Beaulieu-sur-Mer, via the Esterel massif where
they received an exceptional welcome from the admiring public come to
see the itinerant museum.

In a nutshell

This edition of the Tour Auto Optic 2000, held under blue skies saw the
triumph of Jean-Pierre Lajournade with his Lotus Elan. A well deserved
success after a perfect Tour Auto Optic 2000. In Regularity, Carlos de
Miguel won the 2010 edition. In the performance index category, Yves
Junne wins the Prix Jean Sage with his Porsche 356.

To conclude the five day race, the competitors were rewarded with a last
dinner on the beach of Beaulieu-sur-Mer.

Until the itinerary of the 20™ Tour Auto Optic 2000 is revealed, the 2010 photos and results are
already available on the website: www.tourauto.com.
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